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RNDr. Ludovit Dostal - 55 years.
On September 22, 1991, Ludo Dostdl, one of the best living

Slovak florists, excellent student of the flora of northeastern Slovakia,
lives to be 55. 3

He was born in Kogice city
but he spent his childhood in
Starda Voda and Hlinné villages
and especially in Tovérne village
in Nizke Beskydy Mits., where
his father, forester coming from
Northern Moravia moved. It was
he who directed the interest of
Ludo to botany and made him
contact Czech botanists F. A
Novdk and J. Dostdl. L. Dostdl
attended Secondary  Grammar
School in Humenné and later
he was graduated from Komensky University, Faculty of Natural Sciences,
specialization systematics and geobotany in Bratislava. There Doc. J.
Midjovsky, his East-Siovakian countryman influenced him very much. His
next permanent interest in the flora of northeastern Slovakia was
confirmed by his diploma work from 1959.

After finishing the University he worked as a specialist and leader
of Natural Sciences Branch of Regional Ancient Monument and Nature
Protection Department in PreSov in 1959 - 1976. In 1976 he becomes
the head of Natural Sciences Department of Regional Museum in
PreSov, where he has been working so far. This place of work is fitting
him like a glove and so he begins to assert himself fully and the
herbarium containing about 30,000 specimens is the result of his
enthusiastic collector’s effort.

Besides his activities in scientific botany discussed later, it is
necessary to point out his large work in popularization of botany and
nature protection. For many years he cooperates with Czecho-Slovak
Television and Radio for which he prepared a number of popular
contributions concentrated on nature protection. In the same way he
published many popular contributions in regional and district press,
special journals, turist guides, and nature protection journals. His activity
in Slovak Union of Nature and Country Protection is also very
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important. By means of expert advice he helped in the work of
Biological Olympiads and other similar activities concentrated on
promotion and development of biologically oriented interests of youth.
I’d like to mention his many years’ activity in Natural Sciences Board
attached to Central Commitiee of Museums and Galeries, too. For many
years he worked in the editorial board of the journal Mlady
Prirodovedec (Young Naturalist) and he is the member of the editorial
board of Zbornik Vychodoslovenského Mizea -  Prirodné  vedy
(Proceedings of East-Slovakian Museum - Natural Sciences) by now. In
the end 1 mustn’t forget, that he worked for a long time as a
secretary of BEast-Slovakian branch of Slovak Botanical Society in KoSice.

Since the beginning of the work in Institute of State Nature
Protection, he prepared basic data for nature reservation decreetion.
Together with his collaborators he worked out Proposals of Preventive
Measures of Nature Protection for Bardejov, Humenné, Poprad, Prelov,
Spisskda Novd Ves, Stard Luboviia, Svidnik and Vranov nad Toplou
districts. In this way he deserved well of formation of representative
network of protected areas covering the majority of natural biotopes of
East Slovakia. In this connection I'd like to mention books devoted 10
nature protection of Vranov nad Toplou, Bardejov and PreSov districts
and of Protected Countries of Vihorlat and Vychodné Beskydy in which
I.. Dostdl has participated.

I. Dostdl belongs among hard-working and enthusiastic florists with
an extraordinary talent for observation. He mainly devotes himself to
floristic research of flysch and cliff range of northeastern Slovakia. In
the Nizke Beskydy Mts.,, which are close 10 his heart, he walked all
around every yard. So he got a lot of forisiic knowledge about the
godforsaken corner of Slovakia omitted for its scarcity and therefore
very little known before. Owing to him, for a long time neglected and
"uninteresting” region of castern Slovakia became more known and
interesting.

Botanical work of Ludo Dostdl can be divided into several parts.
To the first part Dostdl's permanent interest in rare species of East
Slovakia is included. Several species can be given here: Carex strigosa,
Typha laxmannii, Petasites kablikianus, Trifolium patens, Arum  alpinum,
Ficaria calthifolia, Waldsteinia geoides, Phyllitis scolopendrium and many
others. To this group also belong the papers on new species of
separate  mountain ranges Or On  new localities of rare and
phytogeographically interesting species of the region, e.g, on Salix
starkeana, ~Omphalodes  scorpioides, Myricaria  germanica, Cornus  mas,
Tetragonolobus maritimus, Homogyne alpina, Hacquetia epipactis eic. Three
of his papers were devoted 10 Preridophyta. In these WoOrks a lot of
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new data on their distribution and sociology can be found, as for
example the first record of Lycopodiella  inundata  and Equisetum X
moorei for East Slovakia or the first findings of Blechnum spicant for
Spisskd Magura, LevoCske vrchy, Nizke Beskydy, Lubovnianska vrchovina
and Branisko mountain ranges. Three comprehensive and some- other
works deal with synantropic species of eastern Slovakia: agriophytes
Sisyrinchium  montanum,  Physalis alkekengi, Mimulus  guttatus, Acorus
calamus, Inula helenium, Veronica filiformis, Amelanchier spicata, Impatiens
parviflora, 1. glandulifera, Erechtites  hieraciifolia, etc; kenophytes Iva
xanthiifolia, Eragrostis minor, Nepeta caiaria, Diplotaxis muralis, Geranium
sibiricum, etc.; ephemerophytes Abutilon theophrastii, Persicaria orientalis (=
Polygonum 0.) €lic.

On the basis of literature data and his new collections of the
East-Carpathian species, as Telekia speciosa, Scopolia carniolica, Campani-
la abietina, Scorzonera rosea, Dianthus barbatus subsp. compactus, Lathyrus
laevigatus, Tithymalus sojakii, he recommends to adjoin part of Polish-
Slovak border range of Nizke Beskydy Mts. between Certizné and Osad-
né villages to the region of Rast-Carpathian flora in one of his works.

Together with A. Jurko, in the paper on interesting alder
associations in Sopotnica valley (Middle Horndd valley), he described new
subassociation Stellario - Alnetum omphalodetosum as an intermediate type
between typical alder association Stellaric - Alnetum typicum and a scree
association Aceri - Carpinetunt.

Separate chapter is formed by papers devoted to certain interesting
localities and summary floristic materials from eastern Slovakia and Slan-
ské vrchy Mits. Besides interesting floristic data, e.g Dactylorhiza X tran-
siens (Habura peat-bog, Nizke Beskydy Mis.,, new hybrid for CSFR),
Echium russicum (near Demijata village, isolated, northernmost locality in
Slovakia), Sorbus magocsyana (Sokol Mt., near Humenné town, neoende-
mic local species of rowan), Alchemiila spp., Acer campestris subsp. leio-
carpum, Scrophularia umbrosa, Carex transsilvanica, Trollius altissimus,
Viola alba, etc. (in all these specics nuUMErous data), he characterizes in
phy-tocenological ~detail habitats of many species and he describes
carefully vegetation and flora of protected areas and many selected
localities.

On the base of L. Dostdl’s plant collections J. Mdjovsky distingui-

- shed new species from Ranunculus cassubicus group: R. ludovicii nom.

ud. This undiscribed buttercup with 2n=32 is known from SariSsky
nrad and Okruhliak hill (Sari$ska vrchovina Highlands). A. Plocek in L.
Dostdl's material of lady’s mantles found a new species for science,
named Alchemilla ludovitiana, nom. ined., from A. animosa group. It
grows in Kamennd Baba valley (Branisko Mts.) near Lipovce village.
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Ludo is objet trouvé, considerably influenced by his friends and
countrymen, botanists, living now in Bratisiava, Doc. J. Mdjovsky, Prof.
L. Som$dk, Prof. A. Jurko and Dr. J. Michalko and by Prague botanists
Dr. J. Sojdk, Prof. J. Dostdl, Prof. R. Hendrych and Dr. J. Holub as
well. His work has been summarized in more than 100 scientific papers
and a number of popular ones. He published thousands of floristic
records, hundreds of phytocenological relevés and discoveries of a
number of new species from individual mountain ranges and regions in
these papers. Thus he laid the foundations of the explanation of East-
Slovakian flora genesis in the framework of Central Europe.

I wish Ludo Dostdl to succeed in fulfilling his aims in the
framework of his planned rescarch of eastern part of Levotské vrchy
Mits. and cliff range, and, in this way, to profound overall picture of
East-Slovakian flora and a detailed knowledge of its species. I wish him
strong health and unfailing enthusiasm in our East-Slovakian flora
research to next years of his life.
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and ecological notes on Carex sirigosa Huds. in eastern Slovakia). - Ibid., 25: 81 - 95.
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Doc. RNDr. Jozef Mijovsky). - Ibid, 22/2: p. tit. 2.
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