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Doc. RNDr. VIERA FERAKOVA, CSc. - 60 years

One of leading Slovak botanists,
excellent florist and taxonomist was born
on 22. 7. 1938 in the town of Hlohovec in
teachers’ family. Father died tragically
short after her birth. She spent her child-
hood with mother and grandparents in
Hlohovec, where she received her high
school diploma in 1956. After long
hesitation whether to continue her
studies at the Philosophical Faculty,
because of her interest in languages and literature, or at the Faculty of Science,
she chose the latter and started to study biology and chemistry, later majoring in
botany and geobotany. In 1959 she became a research assistant with half-time
load at the Department of Systematic Botany and Geobotany and was
responsible for the library. The head of this institute doc. RNDr. J. MAJOVSKY
supervised both her diploma work and dissertation.

Maintaining thesis on taxonomy of Lotus corniculatus she graduated with
honours in 1961 and took the position of assistant-lecturer at the Department of
Botany of her alma mater.

Over the years of her teaching at the Faculty of Science in Bratislava and her
stay at the Pedagogical Faculty in Trnava she gave lectures on many subjects:
plant morphology, systematics of higher plants, plant conservation, synanthropic
botany, hydrobotany (macrophytes) and was engaged in courses of plant
determination and in field excursions.

Dr. FERAKOVA was married in 1963 and her daughter Ivana was born in 1968.
In 1969 she worked for a short time at the Department of Plant Anatomy and
Cytology in Copenhagen with prof. T. BOCHER supported by Carlsberg
foundation. Her dissertation (1969) was devoted to taxonomy of European
species of the genus Lactuca, which became the centre of her attention in
connection with her study for Flora Europaea.
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Dr. FERAKOVA habilited in botany (1980) at the Faculty of Science, Comenius
University, Bratislava.

In addition to the numerous above activities she organized many botanical
excursions in Slovakia (e.g. for the students of Botany School, University of
Cambridge in 1963, for the participants of XIV. International Botanical Congress
in 1987).

She participated in many projects in botany and plant conservation (e. g.
Karyotaxonomical Survey of the Flora of Slovakia, Flora of Slovakia, NECONET
Slovakia, Red Data Book of the Czech and Slovak Republics [book is in press]).
Dr. FERAKOVA was also busy in broadening the horizons of the public in botany,
writing papers, collaborating on botanical books, field guides, films and
translation of botanical and horticultural publications.

During her teacher’s career she supervised 15 diploma works, 3 dissertations
of postgraduates, as well as a lot of papers of Biological Olympiad and other
competitions for high school students.

It is not possible to name here all dr. FERAKOVA’'s memberships and functions.
| can name at least her membership in board of Slovak Botanical Society (SBS),
membership in Czech Botanical Society, in Nomenclatural and Terminological
Commission of Slovak Academy of Sciences, in Organization for Phytotaxono-
mical Investigation of Mediterranean Area, in International Organization of Plant
Taxonomy, in editorial board of the scientific journals Biologia, Folia Geobotanica
et Phytotaxonomica, Acta Environmentalistica Universitatis Comenianae,
membership in scientific councils and many others.

Her scientific, nature protections and pedagogical activities were appreciated
by many honours, as, e. g., bronze medal of Faculty of Science of the Comenius
University (1988), HoLuBY’s medal of Slovak Botanical Society (1994) and MATEJ
BELL’s price for scientific translation (1994, 1996). In 1998 she became honorary
member of the SBS.

Doc. VIERA FERAKOVA is not only one of the best Slovak experts in plant
taxonomy, but also an important European botanist with many botanical friends
all over Europe. Her scope of scientific interests is remarkable, as it follows from
the attached bibliography. Recently she devoted her attention to the urban flora
of the town of Bratislava and to botanical values of the phytogeographical district
of Devinska Kobyla, which presents one of the most interesting areas in Slovakia
with high biodiversity.

| personally find her a very sociable person, who with pleasure helps anybody
interested in botany. Her active and cordial nature is indispensable for botanical
life in Bratislava and Slovakia in all. On behalf of her colleagues and friends |
wish her good health and much success. | have no doubt that we shall read her
botanical papers in future again with the same pleasure as have done up to the
present.

Dear Vierka, a lot of thanks for your help, advice and optimism. Many happy
returns.

V. MIKOLAS
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LETZ R. & FERAKOVA V.: Niekolko doplnkov k slovenskému botanickému nazvosloviu
[Some additions to Slovak botanical nomenclature]. - Bull. Slov. Bot. Spolo¢n. 18: 10-
12.

MAGLOCKY S., FERAKOVA V. & HALADA L': Zoznam vyhynutych, ohrozenych, vzacnych a
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kataldg biotopov), pp. 146-159, Bratislava [Ustav Krajin. Ekol. SAV].

MIKOLAS V. & FERAKOVA V.: Doc. RNDr. Jozef Méajovsky - 75 years. - Thaiszia — J. Bot.
5[1995]: 185-192.

FERAKOVA V., HODALOVA I. & SIPOSOVA H.: Lokality Velké Uherce a okolie [Localities
Velké Uherce and environment]. — In: AMBROS M. [ed ], Floristicky kurz - Partizanske.
2.—-9. jula 1994. — Rosalia [spec. issue].
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critical species from karyotaxonomical point of view]. - Preslia 69: 95-113.
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Gadolléi Agrartudomanyi Egyetem].
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